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guidelines for the

Please remember that any plants
brought in from outside Fraser Island
can easily become weeds and can
introduce seeds. They can also
unwittingly carry alien ants, worms,
cane toads and other pests detrimental
to the ecology of Fraser Island.

Soil introduced with pots and plants
may also carry very serious
microorganisms which could impact
heavily on Fraser Island such as
Phytophthera cinnammomi which is
common in many home gardens but
can be devastating in the natural
environment.

It is also illegal to take any plant, sail,
etc on to Fraser Island (Recreation
Areas Management By-law 1991)
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More than Weeds

List of Nine Weeds Common In  and
Around Happy Valley & Orchid Beach
Singapore daisy

(Sphagneticola trilobata)
Queensland Umbrella Tree
(Schefflera actinophylla)

Easter cassia

(Senna pendula)

Blue Morning Glory

(Inromoea indica)

Fox-tail asparagus

(Asparagus aethiopicus)

Ferny climbing asparagus
(Asparagus plumosus)

Lantana

(Lantana camara)

Groundsel bush

(Baccharis halmifolia)

Green panic or Guinea grass
(Panicum maximum)

Prevent the Introduction of New
Pest Species

Alternative Fraser Island Plants
for the Garden



More than weeds

It is not only weed invaders which threaten to
change the natural character of Fraser Island.
Fraser Island is free of many larger pest
species such as feral pigs, foxes, goat and
rabbits which have so badly impacted on other
parts of Australia.

However, Cane toads have devastated the
fauna population and there are other smaller
less obvious pests which could be even more
devastating.

Imported soil may carry some serious
pathogens such as Phytophthera cinnamomi
(Cinnamon fungus) which attack the root
systems of native plants causing them to

die. On Fraser Island, the spores of such
pathogens can be spread far and wide and
would have a devastating impact on the natural
vegetation.

Fire Ants have demonstrated the potential
dangers of introduced ants to other areas.

Many ant species hitch-hike to establish new
territories in pot plants and nursery stock.
Fraser Island has over 300 species of native
ants, many of which could be threatened by
introductions.

Alien ants could easily be transported to Fraser
Island with almost any building material but
they would be most likely to hitch-hike (as did
the Fire Ants in Brisbane) on potted plants.

These potential threats could be introduced
to Fraser Island with any pot plants or soil or
spread with the movements of such material.
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Singapore* Ialsy

B (Sphagneticola tr//obaz‘a)

Qid. Umbrella'r,e

3 (Scheff/era act/nophy//a)

Origin/Status
North Queensland/Not declared.

Use
Ornamental.

Description

The Umbrella’s glossy oblong leaves sprout from
one point forming the umbrella shape. Long stems
bearing red berries sprout from the top of the tree.

Reproduction & Spread
Flowering in summer, this plant produces fruits

that are spread great distances by birds (eg at
least 20km along the eastern beach of Fraser
Island). Fallen trunks can regrow roots and send
up new, upright stems.

Management
Fire may be the best means of controlling this
weed, perhaps after piling fuel around the base.

Biological control
None.

Physical Control

Seedlings can be hand pulled, but larger plants
have large taproots. This makes it impossible
to hand pull. Pulled plants should be burnt or
bagged and binned as they are very tenacious.

Chemical Control

The following have been tried with little success:

- Cut stumping with 50% Glyphosate.

- Ring-barking and spraying exposed inner
tissues with 50% Glyphosate.

- Foliar spraying with 2% Glyphosate.

- Basal bark spraying with Garlon and diesel.




Easter cassia &

(Senna pendula var glabraita)

Origin/Status
Tropical South America/Not declared.

Use
Ornamental.

Description

Easter cassia forms a rounded bush up to
1.5 m high, with distinctive round leaves. It is
covered in yellow 5-petal flowers from Easter
through winter.

Reproduction & spread

Flowering in April to June, this plant produces
hard-coated seeds in brown bean-like pods.
Management

The species is intolerant of frequent fires. Fire
can be used to suppress stands of Easter
cassia in asset protection zones.

Biological control
None.

Physical control

Small plants can be hand pulled, but medium
to large plants have too tough a root system
for pulling. Beans on plants to be killed should
be hand pulled and bagged before treatment.

Chemical control

Cut stump with 50% Glyphosate (e.g.
Roundup). Foliar spraying with 1.5%
Glyphosate is not as effective as cut
stumping. Basal bark or cut stump treatment
with Triclophyr (Garlon) with or without
Picloram. Basal bark spraying with Triclophyr
(Garlon) and diesel does not work.

Blue‘Morning Glory

(Ipomoea indica”)
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Ferny climbing asparagus

(Asparagus plumosus)

Origin/Status
South Africa/Not declared.

Use
Ornamental.

Description

The dark green spiny stems (2-3 mm in diameter) of fi
vegetation for metres. Up to 10-needle like leaves (5
branching stems.

Reproduction & Spread

Flowering in summer, this plant produces small blac
by birds. The above ground branches originate at an
radiating out from it. The plants can regrow from thes

Management
All moist forested areas should be surveyed for this
shoots from resources stored in the crown, so plants s

Biological control
None.

Physical control
The crown of the root system must be dug out with a

Chemical control

Foliar spraying is not effective because of the fine nat
In trials at Sandy Cape Lighthouse, Triclophyr (Garlon
and Fluroxypyr 200g/L (Starane 200) and diesel (35 ml
of crowns. Native plants were greatly affected by the dr
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Origin/Status
North America/Declared Class 2.

Use
Ornamental.

Reproduction & Spread

In Autumn, groundsel bushes produce massive numbe
white hairs. These seeds are blown very large distance
across the Strait from the mainland. Seeds have no dc
sufficient soil moisture (Parsons & Cuthbertson 1992)

Management
Maintain dense ground cover of shrub and tree layers
plants. Burning is thus not an effective aid to control.

Biological control

Some control with the gall midge Rhopalomyia califo
mellyi and the larvae of Oidaematophorus balanotes
released. The most recent was released by QPWS &
project has been set up. In the first three years of th
was affecting the vigour of the adult plants, but it re
occur. Rust infected plants should be spread into un

Physical control
Hand pull seedlings. Small plants usually develop a la
is no longer effective.

Chemical control

1.5% Glyphosate foliage spray will usually kill most p
spells. Do not use a higher concentration as burning ¢
occurs. Brands containing wetting agents non-toxic to
recommended in swampy areas. Cut stump or basal b
diesel. Cut stumping with Glyphosate 0.7 to 1L/100L (
usually work.




Green panic or Guinea grass

(PalpictmBmiaximidim)

summer and autumn and are spread by vehicles.

mowing will prevent it seeding and gradually

in water when vigorously growing.



Prevent the
Introduction of New
PeSt SpQCies (flora and fauna)

Alternative Fraser Island Plants for the Garden

Every weed on Fraser Island was taken there
and most escaped from people’s gardens.
Once established in the wild they are much
more difficult to find and eradicate and they can
spread easily.

That is why the weeds need to be attacked
at the centres of infestation which are in the
villages and mainly close to buildings.

Certain weeds not included in this booklet, such
as Mother of Millions, Mother-in-Law’s Tongue
and Fishbone Fern can be easily spread if not

Alternative Fraser Island Plan

Native Alternative:

Cabbage tree palm
(Liverstonia australis)
(Liverstonia decipiens)

Midyim
(Austromyrtus dulcis)

Wedding bush
(Ricinocarpus pinifolius)

Woombye
(Pheblium woombye)

Hop bushes
(Dodonaea triquetra)

Tea trees
(Leptospermum semibaccatum)
(Leptospermum petersoni)

Banksias

(Banksia errata)
(Banksia aemula)
(Banksia integrifolia)

Cotton tree
(Hibiscus tiliaceus)

Pandanus
(Pandanus tectorius stradbrokensis)
(Pandanus tectorius pedunculatus)

Moreton Bay ash
(Corymbia (Eucalyptus) tessillaris)
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HERVEY BAY
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To contact us:
Hervey Bay City Council
Tavistock Street, Torquay
T: 07 4197 4444
F: 07 4123 1470
E: enquiry@herveybay.qgld.gov.au
W: herveybay.qgld.gov.au

Produced as a community service by the
Fraser Island Defenders Organisation
and Hervey Bay City Council
in cooperation with
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service and
Maryborough City Council




